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IT is amusing to watch a jury of selection, 
composed of artists, not one of whom is 
a painter of the little portraits on ivory, 
when the miniatures are brought in f o r 
judgment. All of them groan, and declare 
that all miniatures look alike to them. But 
after some attentive study, they commence 
to throw out the weak and washy work, the 
faultily drawn or purposeless examples, un- 
til a few that are up to the mark remain for 
a placement on the walls of the exhibition. 
In other words, they finally enter the spirit 
of the workers and find that some are tal- 
ented, and some are not; and act accord- 
ingly. 

All painting on ivory is pretty. The sur- 
face of the thin sheet of elephant's tusk, be- 
ing slightly roughened, takes the water 
colors well, and for some reason, gives them 
a tenderness not to be secured on the hard 
water-color papers. A sheet of ordinary 



newspaper stock — made of wood pulp- 
gives also this tender color. But such paper 
rots too soon and will not answer for gen- 
eral use. Because of this tenderness of 
color on the ivory, all miniatures are attrac- 
tive, and must be judged carefully in order 
to select the superior ones. 

Of course one of these ivory sheets must 
be small as only such can be maintained flat 
and smooth, because the material puckers 
easily. Also the delicacy of the work de- 
mands close inspection, that it may be fit to 
be worn on the dress, as a brooch or pend- 
ant of small dimensions ; or something to be 
taken in the hand and admired at close view. 
This bit of ivory must be made precious, 
in order that it may keep company with 
costly surrounding of diamonds and lace. 
The good ivory-picture is always tender, 
but never dares to be tco "sweet." Its au- 
thor should never work from a photograph, 
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MRS. EDWARD MORRIS OF CHICAGO 
By Alyn Williams, P. R. M. S., R. B. A. 

— Courtesy Moulton & Ricketts 

but rather study the character of his live 
model, as did Velasquez, or does Zorn in 
this day. 

Herein lies the success of the prince of 
English miniaturists, Mr. Alyn Williams, 
P. R. M. S., R. B. A. These letters mean 
President of the Royal Society of Miniature 
Painters, and member of the Royal British 
Artists, in England. Mr. Williams has an 
exhibition of his refined work at the gallery 
of Moulton & Ricketts, in Chicago, and is 
continuing his work to receive sittings from 
our leading people, both men and women. 
He always seeks to study his sitters in their 



unconscious moments, when in forgetful re- 
pose or the excitement of lively conversa- 
tion, thus securing naturalness and grace 
and characterful expression. This artist 
was thoroughly educated, not alone in the 
best English schools, but in the Julian Acad- 
emy in Paris. All this training pre-sup- 
posed the student's seriousness as an artist. 
He worked on life-sized portraits as any 
other artist would, not taking into consider- 
ation his future life as a miniature painter. 
A real art education never considers spe- 
cialities, but basic universals. So Mr. Wil- 
liams gave no thought to exquisite water- 
colors for ladies' use, but of art in all its 
largeness ; and his study has made a differ- 
ence. He has thus placed himself at the 




MISS MAUDE MASTERSON 
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head of the British miniaturists, not alone 
because of his talent, but of the largeness 
of his training. Whether his work be a 
bust portrait of President Taft or of Lady 
Hamilton, wife of Sir General Ian Hamil- 
ton, we see in it the drawing of a trained 
artist. 




THE COUNTESS OF CLONMAL 

By Alyn Williams, P. R. M. S. t R. B. A. 

— Courtesy Moulton & Ricketts 

The red-cheeked, sunburnt face of Gen- 
eral Sir William Kelley, K. C. B., a grim 
old soldier with thin hair and white mili- 
tary moustache, buff campaign coat, red 
embroidered color and sash across breast, 
contrasts strongly with the fair-skinned 
Mrs. Louise Duveen, in full length, seated 
on a mossy bank ; but each of them is good 
art. The lady is slender and dressed in 
long clinging stuff, from neck to foot, of a 
neutral blue and she sits in a charming land- 
scape. Also the late Senator Stephen B. 
Elkins, with a right good American face, 
sane and healthy, carries well with the open- 
necked gray blue dress of Mrs. Nicholas 



Longworth, who also has a good American 
face. Nor do any of these resemble the 
statuesque Queen Mary, standing straight 
and proud on a royal balcony. A crimson 
curtain and chair of the same color match 
the good royal livery, and this same ar- 
rangement sustains the unbending military 
pose of her husband, King George. His 
uniform of dark blue, gold braid down the 
leg and about the waist, gold epaulettes, and 
the breast covered with crosses and orders, 
is as rigid as his command of an army and 
navy, not to mention the British empire. 

A natty young boy, Master Vincent de 
Dominguez, sketchily done but most ac- 
ceptable, is extremely pleasing. The loose 
open collar of his white jacket close by the 




MRS. NICHOLAS LONGWORTH 

By Alyn Williams, P. R. M. S., R. B. A. 

— Courtesy Moulton & Ricketts 

rosy cheeks and sustained by spottings of 
blue, is ideal. The "Beryl, Daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. Agnus," "Dorothy, Daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. R. W. Branthwaite," "Her 
Majesty, Queen Mary (when Duchess of 
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York) 1895," and ''Vinson, Son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward B. McLean," are charming 
works but have no special characteristics to 
be mentioned in the review. Mr. Williams 
is very happy in his compositions, as in a 
ten-inches-high-picture of a lady in a low- 
necked white dress cut carre, which sets off 




SIR GARDINER ENGLEHART 

By Alyn Williams. P. R. M. S., R. B. A. 

— Courtesy Moult on d- Ricketts 

to good advantage her clear complexion and 
dark hair. Her right elbow rests on a mar- 
ble balustrade, over which a rich red drap- 
ery has been thro w n beside a graceful 
drooping green vine, and there are orange 
trees with ripe fruit behind the figure, also 
a glimpse of the dark blue sea. 

This contrasts sharply with the portrait 
of Captain William Symonds, R. N., a bust 
picture, giving most attention to the of- 
ficer's clean cut masculine face, drawn with 
excellent modeling. He has a high fore- 
head and dark hair, over a young face, with 
the usual military uniform, gold epaulettes 
and dark blue coat. This is one of the real 
good pictures in the exhibition. One of the 
unique features of this exhibition is the col- 



lection of cuff buttons, one set the eyes of 
King Edward and Queen Alexandra, and 
the other King George and Queen Mary. 
These are tiny pictures set in gold showing 
one eye of each person. These are exquis- 
ite in execution very lifelike and exact in 
drawing, really charming ornaments. Be- 
side these there are little lockets containing 
the eyes of President Taft, Mrs. Long- 
worth and Mrs. George Gould, which earn- 
out the idea suggested by the cuff buttons. 
Mr. » Williams also takes pleasure in do- 
ing small nude figures, about six or eight 
inches in size, sitting or lying in flowery 
herbage. We could wish that he would do 




MISS MARGARET GRIFFISS 

By Alyn Williams, P. R. M. S., R. B. A. 

— Courtesy Moult on <(• Ricketts 

more of them because they are so refined, 
graceful and simple, as well as beautiful in 
color. 

It is rare pleasure to see the work of this 
successful painter. He is entirely worthy of 
his high position, and, being a young man, 
we may hope to see other exhibitions and 
witness new triumphs. 



